
1 Centre West                    

                   
 

The centre of Amsterdam dates from the Middle 
Ages, and so here are the roots of the city. You 

will find much of the earliest history here.  The 

charming thing about this medieval heart is its 
remarkable state of preservation. This district 
has the air of a living museum. 
In the western part You will find the Chinese 
neighbourhood, the Red light District (the first 
canals of Amsterdam/ 13th century) and the 
Dam.  

With Dam, Royal Palace, Kalverstraat, 
Begijnhof, Spui, Red Light district, Oude Kerk 
(Old Church), Nieuwe Kerk (New Church), 
Oudemanhuispoort, Amsterdam Historical 
Museum, Amstelkring Museum.  
 

history 
shops 
terraces  and eateries 
canals and canal houses 
monuments 
courtyards 
modern architecture 
art and antiques 
galleries 
museums 
park  

   
   

2 Centre East   
The centre of Amsterdam dates from the Middle 
Ages, and you will find much of the very earliest 
history here. The charming thing about this 
medieval heart is its remarkable state of 
preservation. This district has the air of a living 

museum. 
In the eastern part you will find NEMO, VOC-
ship, Zeedijk, Nieuwmarkt, Waterlooplein, 
Townhall, Music Theatre, Jewish Historical 
Museum. 
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Canal Belt and Jordaan  
In the Golden Age the city needed to expand and the canals were built for the wealthy bourgeoisie and nobility. 

The finest authentic Amsterdam canal houses are still there to be admired.  
The Jordaan was built in the same time as the canals (17th century), but was meant for the workers. The canals 
were smaller, so where the houses, the streets more narrow. It stayed a popular working class quarter for a very 
long time, but now it is a trendy neighbourhood that managed to retain its unique and cozy atmosphere.  
The canals and the Jordan are divided in Area 3, Area 4 and Area 5) 

   
   

3 Jordaan North and northern part of the Canal Belt 
More songs have been composed about the 
Jordaan than any other Dutch neighbourhood. It  
is traditionally known as the most enjoyable 
part of Amsterdam. Not many conventional 
sights, but there is no better place for a 

leisurely stroll. Every street is pleasant to walk 
through with its many courtyards, cozy shops 
and authentic pubs. 

  
The northern part of the Jordaan is combined by 
AMSTERDAM op MAAT with the northern part of 

the Canal Belt from the Brouwersgracht to 
Raadhuisstraat.  
With the Anne Frank House, the Westerkerk and 
the Theatre Museum in the beautiful Bartolotti 
House.  
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4 Jordaan South and central part of the Canal Belt 



More songs have been composed about the 

Jordaan than any other Dutch neighbourhood. It  
is traditionally known as the most enjoyable 
part of Amsterdam. Not many conventional 

sights, but there is no better place for a 
leisurely stroll. Every street is pleasant to walk 
through with its many courtyards, cosy shops 
and authentic pubs. 

  
The southern part of the Jordaan includes the 9 
straatjes, (9 streets), a tightly woven web of 
boutiques and specialist vendors and is 
combined by AMSTERDAM op MAAT with the 
central part of the Canal Belt. According to 

experts this is the most beautiful part of the 
Canal Belt, according to most experts, and is 
situated between Raadhuisstraat and 
Leidsestraat.  
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5 Museum quarter and southern part of the Canal Belt 
Art Centre with the 3 major museums, many art 

and antique shops and numerous galleries.  
Combined  by AMSTERDAM op MAAT with the 
southern part of the Canal Belt, of the 
Leidsestraat to the Amstel.  
With three Canalhouse Museums and the Bags 
Museum 
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6 Vondelpark and Oud Zuid  
The Vondelpark is the most important and 
famous city park of Amsterdam. In fine weather 
it’s always a hive of activity.  

Oud Zuid is where Amsterdam’s well-to-do 
reside in handsome houses. The rich and 
famous meet in the smart shops and eating-
houses of PC Hooftstraat, Beethovenstraat, van 
Baerle Straat and Cornelis Schuytstraat.  
In the Vondelpark you can visit the  Filmuseum 

and Hollandsche Manege, also the Blue 
Teahouse, shaped like a flying saucer. 
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7 De Pijp   
Most colourful district of Amsterdam, also 

known as the Quartier Latin of Amsterdam. 
Because almost 150 nationalities live here, the 

whole world is getting together on the famed 
Albert Cuyp market (and that is one of the 
reasons why it’s the most famous market in the 
Netherlands) and in the many eating-houses 
serving food from the former colonies and other 
parts of the world. 
Apart from the market you will find the 

Heineken Experience in this district. 
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8 Plantage neighbourhood and Eastern Isles  



The Plantage neighbourhood was laid out in 

the 17th century for the relaxation of the 
citizens of Amsterdam. It used to be a rural 
area, later it became a Jewish quarter, marked 

by broad avenues and large villas.  Here you will 
find the lively Artis, the country’s oldest animal 
park, as well as the Hortus Botanicus, the 
Hermitage  and Tropical Museum.  

The Eastern Isles: Kattenburg, Wittenburg and 
Oostenburg were, from the 17th until the 
beginning of the 20th century, the vivid site of 
the many shipyards and VOC (Dutch East India 
Company) . They were constructed in the 1650s 
to handle rapidly expanding seaborne trade. 

With the Maritime Museum, an authentic 
shipyard, a mill and many restored warehouses 
(Entrepotdok).  
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9  Eastern Docklands    
The islands in the Eastern Docklands are 

artificial islands that have now been graced with 
modern buildings such as the Muziekgebouw 
aan het IJ. 
This area was laid out in the end of the 19the 
century because the construction of the Central 
Station made it impossible for the larger ships 

to reach the IJ. From here ships sailed to the 
Indies.  
Once a shipyard and warehouse district, it was a 
desolate area between 1950-1990.  Recently, 
town planners turned it in a residential and 
business quarter between 1990 and 2005. The 
place to be for admirers of modern architecture! 
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10 Haarlemmer neigbourhood, Western Isles and Westerpark 
The Haarlemmer neigbourhood used to have 

some rough quarters in which sailors hung out. 
Now it’s quite a rising neighbourhood with 
streets full of nice shops and restaurants.  
The Western Isles: Bickerseiland, 
Prinseneiland en Realeneiland, used to consist of 
docking yards and warehouses, now a nice 
living and working area.  

The Westerpark is the new cultural town park , 
in which the modern citizens of Amsterdam 
relax.  
On this location of the former Westergasfabriek 
(the former City Gasworks)  a new cultural and 
recreational park have been built.  The 

renovated buildings of the gasworks now house  

lots of nice cafés and restaurants, nightspots, 
and creative office spaces.  
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